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A short guide to avoid an invasion

The Spiny waterýea
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Aquatic species that invades our 
waterbodies
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The spiny waterýea, 
a harmful problem for our lakes! 

In order, pictures of
Huguette Massé
Michigan Sea Grant
Andrea L. Jaeger Miehls
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This small aquatic crustacean is a species of zooplankton that rely on water currents 
and wind in order to migrate over long distances.
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• The head is round

• A single large black eye

Egg pouch

Branched antennae

Round head

4 pairs of legs attached 
to the thoraxTail spine

Abdomen 

Body

How can I identify this species? 
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Do not spread the spiny waterýea!



©

The tail spine makes up about 60% of the total 
body length
The tail can be straight or at a slight angle
The tail is equipped with 1 to 3 pairs of barbs, 
mostly 3.

S

The eggs have a dark coloration that stand out 
from their translucid pouch



How can I lower the risk of introducing 
the species?
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all the water found on the boat far from the 
waterbody, for example in the bait containers, motor, bilge 
and coollers before leaving the waterbody.
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www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/biodiversite/especes-exotiques-envahissantes/
sentinelle.htm
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Sentinelle is a tool used in the detection of invasive alien species (IAS) that is 
composed of a mobile application and a mapping system accessible on the Web. 
Developed by ministère de l’Environnement (MELCC), this tool allows users to signal 
the presence of the most preoccupying IAS (animals and plants) and to consult 
other users’ reports. Sentinelle also offers a free guide to identify EIS that are 
being monitored.
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This guide was created in 2020 in Abitibti-Temiscamingue as part of a project 
“Ne propagez pas les EEE” in phase 2. The realisation of this project is due to the 
Programme pour la lutte contre les plantes exotiques envahissantes from the Fondation 
de la faune du Quebec (FFQ) with the ànancial support of the Ministère de 
l’Environnement et Lutte contre les changements climatiques (MELCC). 
The realisation of this guide beneàted from the precious collaboration of local actors, 
such as the members of the Comité régional de lutte contre les espèces exotiques such as the members of the Comité régional de lutte contre les espèces exotiques 
envahissantes and the correction by Laurianne Plante, CREAT intern and the Club 
Nautique Kanasuta.
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Spiny wateráea on the tip of a ànger
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